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Warm Holiday Greetings

As the year draws to a close,
we extend our warmest
holiday wishes to you and your
families. May your season be
filled with joy, peace, and
cherished moments. This year
has been incredible for the Fort
Loudoun Historic Site as we
expanded our historical
offerings and facilities,
including the completion of a
new Storehouse and Powder
Magazine. Next on the horizon,
we aim to build Officers’
Cabins and Quarters, further
enriching our site. Thank you
for being part of our journey
and for helping us bring history
to life. Here's a look back at
what made this year so
special:

Contact US

Fort Loudoun Historic Site
PO Box 181
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Fort Loudon, PA 17224

Website: fortloudounpa.com
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Facebook.com/fortloudounpa

Holiday History Highlight: Wassail -
A Festive Colonial Tradition

As we embrace the holiday spirit, let’s delve
into a warm and cherished colonial tradition:
Wassail. This spiced cider-like drink was a
centerpiece of colonial celebrations, often
enjoyed during Christmas gatherings and
Twelfth Night festivities. The word "wassail"
comes from the Old English phrase "waes
hael," meaning "be well" or "good health."
Wassail was traditionally prepared with
heated ale or cider, mixed with spices such as
cinnamon and cloves, and sweetened with
honey. It was served in a large communal
bowl, symbolizing unity and goodwill.
Colonial revelers would go wassailing, visiting
neighbors to sing carols and share a cup of
this festive drink. At Fort Loudoun, we honor
such traditions, bringing history to life and
connecting with the warmth and
togetherness of the season.



http://fortloudounpa.com/
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* Fort Loudoun Christmas (December 14th): Our signature holiday event combined
festive cheer with history, drawing visitors of all ages. Santa Claus delighted children
and families with free photo opportunities, while visitors browsed a lively market of
craft and food vendors. Activities included fort tours, axe throwing, blacksmithing @
b demonstrations, and kids' games. The Franklin County bookmobile added a literary
[
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Events of the Year

Throughout 2024, Fort Loudoun buzzed with vibrant events that brought history to life. From °
festive celebrations to immersive historical reenactments, we hosted activities that catered to all
interests and ages:
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touch, and our museum and gift shop were bustling with holiday shoppers. A standout @ o

e Momentwas the artillery demonstration, where oranges were fired from a mortar

@ Decause nothing says "Happy Holidays" like citrus flying through the air at high speed! g
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Allegheny Upr1smg
November 16, 2024
Allegany Uprising (November 16th): This interactive experience >

commemorated the 1765 Black Boys Rebellion, inviting attendees to step @
into the shoes of historical figures. Guests chose sides supporting either
the British garrison or Justice William Smith's frontier rebels and engaged
in reenactments, debates, and hands-on activities. If you've ever wanted to
yell "No taxation without representation!" while holding a musket, this was
your moment.
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featurmg Across the Pond ~4pm - 8pm

Tavern Night (October 26th): Against the backdrop of candlelit colonial ambiance, Tavern Night
@ offered guests an enchanting evening of games, axe throwing, and live music by "Across the Pond." *
Complimentary refreshments and the authentic atmosphere of an 18th-century tavern provided a
delightful escape into the past. Whether you were playing colonial pub games or trying to perfect
) your axe-throwing aim, it was a night to remember.
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Fort Loudoun Market Fair
June 2123, 2024
o« Fort Loudoun Market Fair (June 21-23): Our bustling  °
colonial market fair brought together artisans and
vendors showcasing authentic 18th-century crafts.
Attendees explored unique shopping opportunities while
gsoaking in the lively atmosphere of a historic fair. Colonial e
° shopping: where haggling and history meet! o




N | O fas N

¢ £ gi
. Across the Centuries
\ May 18-19, 2024

o ;ﬁfr‘ﬁ i | Ar AN
. }
|

® Across the Centuries (May 18th-19th): Spanning 2,000 years of history, this
living timeline allowed visitors to explore different historical periods from
Ancient Greece and Rome to World War Il and Vietham. Hands-on activities like
trying on armor, crawling into a WWII foxhole, or shooting a longbow made the
past tangible and exciting for attendees of all ages. Where else can you compare

° Spartan helmets to a Gl's helmet in the same afternoon?
- Other Events Hosted at the Site by Private Groups o
e Wolin in America (October 11th-14th): Although *  Jacobites at Fort Loudoun (March 30th): The
organized by an external group, this event brought ~ Jacobite Army of HRH Charles Edward Stuart @
vibrant Slavic and Viking history to our site. Guests °ccupied the fort for a day, bringing the 1745-46
marveled at living history displays, crafts, and upr.|§|ng to l_'fe' Demo,nStrat,'ons oiF CoBiin;
reenactments, gaining a deeper appreciation for mll.ltary drills, and. d'S.CUSS'OnS about t.h.e
) 7 . Jacobite Army's role in history engaged visitors
the cultural influences that shaped early American with vivid portrayals of this fascinating era.
history. You might even have learned how to wield  Nothing like cheering for "Bonnie Prince Charlie” ®
a Viking axe without looking like a complete while sampling 18th-century bread.
amateur.
° e 17th Century School of the Soldier (March
*  Medieval Days (February 17th & October 5th): 22-24): This weekend-long event showcased
These immersive events recreated life in medieval the military practices of the 17th century,
villages, featuring reenactors who demonstrated featuring matchlocks, pikemen, and
o military drills, market scenes, and cooking swordplay. Reenactors provided °
techniques from the Vendel Era through the demonstrations and insights into the lives of
Renaissance. Visitors trained with soldiers,

soldiers from this time, offering a unique ®
bartered with merchants, and experienced the and educational experience for history
sights and smells of medieval daily life. Who knew enthusiasts. Pikemen practice: because
learning history could also double as shopping for  someone has to keep the art of pointy sticks
medieval bread recipes? alive.



WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON?!

Workshops

In addition to our events, we hosted several
creative and educational workshops that
allowed participants to immerse themselves
in historical crafts:

e Hand Fan Decorating Workshop: Participants
crafted elegant 18th-century-style hand fans,
learning about their use and cultural
significance during the colonial period. The
event was a delightful mix of art and history,
suitable for all ages. Perfect for keeping cool
while staying historically accurate!

Bandbox Creation Workshop: Attendees made

decorative and functional storage boxes

inspired by 18th-century designs. These

bandboxes, once used to store hats and
personal items, offered a glimpse into

everyday colonial life. Your 18th-century knick-

knacks finally have a home!

Wednesday Warriors

A special shoutout goes to the Wednesday
Warriors, a dedicated group of volunteers
who gather weekly to maintain and expand
the fort. Whether repairing structures,
landscaping, or planning new projects, their
hard work ensures that Fort Loudoun
remains a site of beauty and historical
authenticity. These incredible individuals
pour their hearts and skills into making the
fort the best it can be. If you ever see them
hard at work during your visit, be sure to say
hello and thank them for their invaluable

18th Century Checkerboard Workshop: Guests
created their own "draughts" boards, an early
version of the game checkers. This hands-on
activity combined craftsmanship with an
appreciation for colonial-era pastimes. Playing
checkers: now with a colonial twist.
Penny Rug Workshop: Participants stitched
colorful and unique penny rugs, small
decorative mats made from fabric scraps.
These crafts not only showcased creativity but
also highlighted a resourceful tradition from
the past. Sewing skills never go out of style.

Valentine Workshop: Just in time for February,

attendees made heartfelt, handmade
valentines using techniques inspired by 18th-
century designs. The workshop celebrated the winters and sieges. By maintaining ample
charm of personal, handcrafted gifts. Cupid supplies, the storehouse was key to the
approved! fort’s survival and efficiency.

IR e s evenene who ettantled these e The Powder Magazine: A critical feature of
workshops and contributed to their success. Your any colonial fort, the powder magazine
creativity and enthusiasm help keep history alive stored gunpOV\;der and ammunition

and thriving at Fort Loudoun. securely. To prevent accidental
explosions and minimize damage in the
. ® event of an attack, powder magazines
were often dug into the ground and
buried under layers of earth, with a small,
reinforced entrance for access. This
design helped protect the fort and its
inhabitants from potentially devastating
mishaps.

contributions!

ADDITIONS!
This year saw significant growth at Fort

Loudoun with the completion of two major
structures:
The Storehouse: A storehouse at a
colonial fort served as the primary
location for storing essential supplies,
including food, tools, weapons, and other
provisions vital for the fort’s operation.
The well-organized storage system
ensured the garrison could endure harsh




Looking Ahead

Looking ahead, we plan to add Officers'
Quarters to the site. These cabins would
serve as living and working spaces for the
fort’s officers, reflecting their higher rank and
responsibilities. Officers' quarters were
typically more comfortable and spacious
than enlisted soldiers' barracks, providing a
place for planning, correspondence, and
some semblance of domestic life within the
military environment. Adding these quarters
will enhance our ability to interpret the daily
lives of those who commanded and managed
the fort.

Grants

Some time ago we received a grant from
Americana Corner containing funds to
be used toward the purchase of an
artillery piece for use at the Fort
Loudoun Historic Site. We had a few
setbacks but were finally able to acquire
a piece earlier this year. It's not a bronze
barrel (it's iron), which would be more
appropriate for the French and Indian
War period, but for our purposes of
artillery demonstrations and display, it
fits the bill for now. All of our major
events will feature demonstrations
including our cannon, coehorn mortar,
and swivel gun.

We recently applied for the PA250
grant to fund uniforms for museum and
interpretive use, as well as the
Americana Corner grant to secure
exhibit cases for the museum.

In addition, we are developing a 3D
terrain model of the fort and property
as they would have appeared between
1756 and 1765. Stay tuned for updates
on these exciting projects!



https://www.facebook.com/@americanacorner/?__cft__[0]=AZXy8Ao3Xqd_jFBYYcswirhYpFOvmoTl-Oh5Cd9B2clOqItsgyARsxjG3487KzcN0DTMyvpVdtyTYWlB_Uzpr0hW6twD0KMAX1g9vNPTta2XyUaTsDNa6WWzMnszVugCwMblLVpJTKVFh4_hKJJq3rh75DFekVJ6_yHr_38iFTWnypZLpZKP59Fchr4L-TU039I&__tn__=-]K-R

Looking Ahead

How does “Award Winning” Fort
Loudoun PA sound? Pretty nice right?

Fort Loudoun Historic Site accepted
the award for Event of the Year for
the Fort Loudoun Market Fair (2023)
from the Cumberland Valley Business
Alliance, our county wide chamber of
commerce representing many
businesses and non-profits.
Accepting the award were Event
Coordinator Andrew Newman and
President Mike Strausner.

This award represents all of the hard
work put forth by all the volunteers
and the support from the
sponsors/donors and participants
who make it possible.

Thank you! This win is for you!!!!



https://www.facebook.com/fortloudounpa?__cft__[0]=AZWq8QpgDXNbjhxMJ8r_-CEaVVkzQlQwrT-AlQ3k3FvtjFULM844PYg2eHEXwmAAtCUU7hrFXueMg1WPxzPdVKxXs2WSni4_J7N6WjlfZ5_wZH4sGcqA4Z8qW9u7A1qkhszOXn_Y-A7jfuqzs5lP9E3rqQv5kMDBAvjOsezcDCr0t2yV0hS1LsEsCJbyp1HTrek&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/fortloudounpa?__cft__[0]=AZWq8QpgDXNbjhxMJ8r_-CEaVVkzQlQwrT-AlQ3k3FvtjFULM844PYg2eHEXwmAAtCUU7hrFXueMg1WPxzPdVKxXs2WSni4_J7N6WjlfZ5_wZH4sGcqA4Z8qW9u7A1qkhszOXn_Y-A7jfuqzs5lP9E3rqQv5kMDBAvjOsezcDCr0t2yV0hS1LsEsCJbyp1HTrek&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/CVBAlliance?__cft__[0]=AZWq8QpgDXNbjhxMJ8r_-CEaVVkzQlQwrT-AlQ3k3FvtjFULM844PYg2eHEXwmAAtCUU7hrFXueMg1WPxzPdVKxXs2WSni4_J7N6WjlfZ5_wZH4sGcqA4Z8qW9u7A1qkhszOXn_Y-A7jfuqzs5lP9E3rqQv5kMDBAvjOsezcDCr0t2yV0hS1LsEsCJbyp1HTrek&__tn__=-]K-R
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